
Grade 8 - Unit 5 – Fresh and Saltwater Systems Concepts 
 

Water Distribution 

Water source  % of total 
water  Potable, or not? 

Oceans  97.24%  Saltwater  
Icecaps, Glaciers  2.14%  Frozen  

Ground water  0.61%  Fresh - but not 
entirely accessible 

Fresh-water lakes  0.009%  Potable  
Inland seas  0.008%  Saltwater  

Soil moisture  0.005%  Indirect access  
Atmosphere  0.001%  Indirect access  

Rivers  0.0001%  Potable  
Total water 100%     
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Factors Affecting Water Quality 
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