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COURSE OUTLINE 2015-2016
St. Kateri Catholic School
TEACHER:  Mrs. Allison
www.slallison.weebly.com
AIMS / GOALS:  

The main purpose of the program is to assist young believers in nurturing their relationship with God in and through Christ in the context of a Spirit filled community.  The Religious Studies Program is divided into eight units developed around the “faith summary” of the Apostles’ Creed.  Through examining various themes outlined by specific learner outcomes and key concepts, students receive a chance to explore the dimensions of our relationship with God, Jesus and the community of the Holy Spirit.  Through a variety of activities (celebration preparation, prayer / prayer activities, personal reflection, etc.) we will continue our journey into a lifetime of growing in faith.

The Program invites a Learning Cycle which includes: 
· Experience

· Information

· Application

· Action
RESOURCE MATERIALS:
-The Bible

-Text:  Stand By Me

-Various related Audiovisual and Auditory materials

-Recommended resources listed in certain research materials

COURSE CONTENT:

This course is thematically divided into spiritual units.  The approach for the course follows a breakdown of approximately four weeks devoted to each of the following units: 

Unit 1:  We Believe in the Holy Spirit 



September
Unit 2:  We Believe in the Holy Church



October

Unit 3:  We Believe in one Holy and Apostolic Church

November
Unit 4:  We Believe in the Communion of Saints

December/January
Unit 5:  We Believe in…the Forgiveness of Sins

February


Unit 6:  We Believe in…the Resurrection of the Body

March
Unit 7:  We Believe in Jesus…Life Everlasting


April
Unit 8:  Amen






May/June
COURSE EVALUATION:

Reporting Period 1:  

Reporting Period 2:  

Reporting Period 3:  

Marking Criteria for each reporting period:

· Participation/Effort/Attitude:  Value 20%
-  Promptness, thoroughness, and consistency in work

-  Participation in class discussions, presentations, prayer, and celebrations

-  Co-operation and respect for the rights of others as shown through courtesy and self-discipline in the classroom

· Assignments/Daily Work/Projects:  Value 40%

-  Individual assignments and group work

· Tests/Quizzes:  Value 20%
-  Quizzes, unit exams, and self-evaluations

· Journals/Personal Reflections:  Value 20%
-  Writings about personal thoughts, reflections, insights, and experiences

-  They will be marked for understanding, depth of thought and effort

General Information: 
Notes, handouts and assignments are to be dated with headings and completed in pen (black or blue).  Notes and handouts are to be kept in neat and tidy order in your binder.  Assignments are to be completed on time.  Students are responsible for class work and/or assignments missed in the event the student is away from school.

Additional materials required:

· 3 Ring Binder with index dividers 
· Duotang or scribbler for journal writing
· Pencils, pens, erasers, pencil crayons, markers, glue (gluestick), scissors
Classroom Expectations:   
Be on time




        
Be prepared




           Complete all assignments




           Respect yourself and all others in the class

I hope you will have a very successful and enjoyable year.  I’m looking forward to working with you!  Please feel free to ask for clarification on any class work or assignments that you are experiencing difficulty with. I will communicate with parents by email, phone and my website; www.slallison.weebly.com
Mrs. Allison
(
THE LEARNING CYCLE 

Experience

The main purpose of this portion of the Learning Cycle is to help students explore experiences and the questions those experiences have generated about the subject.  They are encouraged to express what they already know or believe and identify with life issues and Church teaching.

Information

The student is actively engaged in learning by the use of a wide variety of learning strategies.  The intent is for the student to acquire significant information and ideas, analyze and synthesize, judge and apply these to his/her life in a meaningful manner.

Application

Students are provided with the chance to manipulate the newly acquired information in a variety of ways and apply it to their lives (or to situations with which they are familiar).  Students also evaluate their own attitudes and behaviours, and those of society, in light of Christian teaching.

Action

Students act in some way on or because of what they have learned.  It is intended that the learning has made a significant impact upon students’ lives.

RESOURCE MATERIALS:

-The Bible

-Text:  Stand By Me / Stand By Me - Teacher Resource Manual

-Grade 8 Health & Personal Life Skills Resource Manual and Curriculum Guide

-Various related Audiovisual and Auditory materials

-Recommended resources listed in certain research materials

-Catechism of The Catholic Church

Supplementary Resources

Alberta Education www.education.gov.ab.ca
Learn AB website www.learnalberta.ca
Development and Peace https://www.devp.org/en/resources
LRC (curriculum related films)

COURSE CONTENT / OUTCOMES:

This course is thematically divided into eight spiritual units. Throughout the course, students will be exploring and working on individual and group discussion/reflection, various presentations, a variety of written and oral assignments, various forms of media, etc. The approach for the course follows a breakdown of approximately four weeks devoted to each of the following units.

Unit 1:  We Believe in the Holy Spirit




September

· Identify and describe the ways that the expectations of the followers of Jesus changed because of Pentecost

· Know that the Holy Spirit is present to them as a helper

· Identify the Gifts & Fruits of the Holy Spirit in their own lives and in the lives of others

· Define solidarity and explain how the nature of God as Trinity calls us to live in solidarity with each other

Unit 2:  We Believe in the Holy Church




October

· Define holiness

· Define the 7 Sacraments and identify sacramental moments that reveal God’s presence in their lives

· Identify the ways the Sacraments give us purpose in life and offer us strength and support

· Retell and explain the significance of Gospel stories in which Jesus offers healing
Unit 3:  We Believe in one Holy and Apostolic Church


November

· Identify the implications of believing in “one” Church

· Explain the meaning of the word “Catholic” and the ways the Church is for all people

· Express ways in which the Church is relevant to them and to others their age

· Define the word “apostolic” and identify the many ways that Christians are emissaries for and servants of Christ

Unit 4:  We Believe in the Communion of Saints



Dec/Jan

· Identify those who are a part of the community of Saints and explain how the community functions as a whole

· Retell the stories of some of the saints of the Church and explain how they challenge us / use the stories of one or more of the saints to find inspiration and courage in the face of a difficult situation

· Report about people today who inspire others to greater love

Unit 5:  We Believe in…the Forgiveness of Sins



February

· Identify the ways rules help them to live life to the fullest

· Restate each of the 10 Commandments in terms of the challenges that they pose for grade 8 students today

· Evaluate “real-life” situations on the basis of a definition of sin and the conditions for sin

· Identify ways of developing their conscience and knowing what’s “right” and what’s “wrong”

· Evaluate their own willingness to forgive in terms of Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness / celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation

Unit 6:  We Believe in…the Resurrection of the Body


March

· Demonstrate a healthy, or increasingly positive, sense of self-respect and self-love

· Define “love” and determine appropriate and inappropriate expressions of love and affection / summarize Catholic teaching about responsible sexual conduct

· Identify the pain and suffering around them and some Christian ways of responding to that pain

· Make a commitment to reach out to someone who is suffering / Christian Service

Unit 7:  We Believe in Jesus…Life Everlasting



April

· Demonstrate an awareness of the beauty, awesome power and sacredness of all life and all creation that comes to us as a gift from God, the Creator

· Describe Jesus’ response to violence and explain its relevance to their lives

· Confront violence in their own lives by preparing and practicing peacemaking behaviours

· Understand the Golden Rule and apply it to a decision making situation / take a stand for justice and do what they can even in their own community

· Explain our responsibility not only for those who are close to us, but also for people in need wherever they may be 

Unit 8:  Amen







May/June

· Identify the ways they will live out their beliefs that they express in the Creed

· Outline the flow of the Eucharistic liturgy and express the purpose and value of each part of the liturgy in relation to our faith and our lives

· Be familiar with the term “real presence” and understand what it says about the Eucharist

· Plan and participate in a Eucharistic celebration with the focus of finding their “inner strength”

COURSE EVALUATION

Reporting Period 1:  

Reporting Period 2:  

Reporting Period 3:

Marking Criteria for each reporting period:

· Participation/Effort/Attitude:  Value 20%
-  Promptness, thoroughness, and consistency in work

-  Participation in class discussions, presentations, prayer, Christian Service, and celebrations

-  Co-operation and respect for the rights of others as shown through courtesy and self-discipline in the classroom

· Assignments/Daily Work/Projects:  Value 40%

-  Individual assignments and group work, minor and major projects

· Tests/Quizzes:  Value 20%
-  Quizzes, unit exams, and self-evaluations

· Journals/Personal Reflections:  Value 20%
-  Writings about personal thoughts, reflections, insights, and experiences

-  They will be marked for understanding, depth of thought and effort

Assessment FOR Learning:  class discussions of what they know / sharing thoughts & feelings on a variety of topics, webs, Think/Pair/Share, various jigsaw learning activities, exit cards

Assessment AS Learning:  journal entries, student self reflections, scripture readings & discussions, various graphic organizers, posters, collages, writing a variety of assignments based on multiple topics, individual & group based projects

Assessment OF Learning: variety of projects, assignments, participation in daily activities, individual and group performances, exit cards, quizzes, tests

COMMUNICATION PLAN

1) Send parents a copy of the Course Outline for the year so they may review course material, content and expectations

2) Post daily / weekly lesson outcomes in classroom atmosphere

3) Post student work in and around classroom for parents & students to view

4) Use student agenda to note assignments due, test dates and important events

5) Contact parents by phone if student should miss 3 or more assignments consecutively, or fails quizzes and tests

