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Fossil Fuels
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When you hear the word “fossil”, you may think of the skeleton of a fish embedded in rock or shell-like impressions in rock.  With this knowledge, you are well on your way to understanding fossil fuels.

What are Fossil Fuels?

_______, _______ ____, and _________ _____ are commonly called fossil fuels.  Like the fossils you see in rock, they were once _______ organisms.  Instead of being converted into fossils, the plants and animals were piled up on the bottom of a ______, _______, or ________.  It was then covered with many layers of sediment.

These layers of sediment were often several ___________ thick.  Heat (_______ energy) and pressure changed the decaying matter into _______, _____, and ________ ____.  Because they formed from plants and animals that lived long ago, we call these three materials _________ _______.  

How are Coal, Natural Gas, and Oil Used?
1. Coal

· Used as _____ for at least 3000 years.

· Found in _____ parts of the world, but not used much until the invention of the _______ engine.  (These were used to power factories and move people around.)

· Used to ______ homes and to run _________ on the farm.

· Popular because it is _____, easy to _____, easy to _______.

2. Natural Gas

· Difficult and _________ to transport.  This is why using natural gas has only been used in recent years.

3. Crude Oil

· Also called __________.

· Found as a _________.

· Extracted by drilling a hole into Earth’s crust.  In some cases, the oil is under _________ and will come out of the hole on its own.  In other places, it has to be ______ to the surface.

Review:

1. List three fossil fuels.

2. Sketch 4 diagrams to show how coal is formed.

3. Crude oil is also known as ____________.

4. Why are fossil fuels considered a non-renewable resource?

