Religion 9 Tentative Course Outline
Instructor: Shawn Allison
Text: 
Be With Me

Film: 
The Blind Side

The Boy In The Striped Pajamas 
             Mean Girls


God Bless the Child
            The Five People You Meet In Heaven

Goals and Objectives:


Religion 9 centers around the Beatitudes found in the gospel of St. Matthew. This program will offer students the opportunity to examine the attitudes and actions that characterize a Christian life primarily by looking at how Jesus taught his disciples. It can be challenging to live a Christian life in this world but we can find help for our Christian journey by studying the Beatitudes and the virtues Jesus teaches us.

The Beatitudes:

1. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

2. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

3. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

4. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for their righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

5. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

6. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

7. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons and daughters of God.

8. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
General Learning Expectations:

1. Explore thoughts ideas, feelings and experiences.

     2.  Comprehend and respond personally and critically to ideas

     3.  Exchange and manage ideas and information, solve problems and  

          collaborate with others.

4. Create, celebrate and build a community of support and respect.

Specific Outcomes:

Unit 1: Be With Me

“Who do I want to be with?”

Students will: 

· Explore and express the qualities of relationships they want to have. 

· Name how they want others to “be with them.”

· Know that each person had been created with the freedom to shape his/her own relationships. 

· Repeat and explain the Beatitudes.

· Identify ways Beatitudes help us understand the Christian attitude toward being with others.

· Discover through a variety of activities the Christian call to take on the attitude of Christ.

Unit 2: Be Alive 

 “How do I look?”
Students will: 

· Value the sacredness of the human body, regardless of appearance.

· Identify ways we can cooperate with God in caring for our bodies.

· Express ways that show the relationship between Incarnation and the sacredness of the human body.

· Respect physical change as a key role in God’s creation of us.

· Understand the ways we use our bodies in prayer.

 “Is it okay to feel this way?”

Students will:

· Identify emotions and the role they play in their lives.

· Demonstrate how faith guides how we act in response to our emotions.

· Respect the right of all people to experience their own feelings.

· Understand that there are morally acceptable and unacceptable ways to express any emotion.
“How do I get along with others?”

Students will:

· Explain how they are social human beings responsible for the care of one another.

· Summarize stories where Jesus models how to live in and challenge society.

· Explain how the Christian concept of society is inclusive.

Unit 3: Be Faithful
 “What do I really believe?”
Students will:

· Describe ways that relationships based on faith are reasonable.

· Express what it means to have a relationship with God through Jesus.

· Describe how faith in Jesus Christ challenges them to love and respect others.

“What’s the point of prayer?”

Students will:

· Define Christian prayer

· Locate in Scripture five forms of prayer (adoration and blessing, petition, intercession, thanksgiving, praise).

· Express different ways in which God responds to prayer.

· Demonstrate and understanding of the relationship between human freedom and prayer.

Unit 4: Be Loving
“What is love?”
Students will:

· Examine and evaluate their understanding of love 

· Analyze Scripture passages where Christ models love.

· Explore the Christian dimensions of love.

· Analyze the way they love others because they love themselves.

· Speak about what it means to be loved and to love unconditionally.

· Listen prayerfully to the call to be loving.

“What is the loving think to do?” 

Students will:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the role of the magisterium, Scripture and tradition in moral decision making.

· Identify times when it may be difficult to do what is loving.

· Define conscience and name its role in moral decision making.

· Explain the relationship between Christian moral decision making an love.

“Why wait?”

Students will:

-    Explain how our sexuality can help us to love.

· Identify acceptable Christian expressions of love.

· Define chastity and understand why it is a Christian virtue.

· Analyze sexual issues in relation to the virtue of chastity.
“How does love go wrong?”
Students will: 

-   Value the basic dignity of every person within relationships.

· Understand and demonstrate skills of appropriate and assertive behaviour.

· Use Scripture for developing Christian attitudes towards loving others.

Unit 5: Be Obedient

“Why should I obey my parents?”
Students will:

· Explain and interpret the fourth commandment as it applies to families.

· Express the value of obedience and name the challenges and limits of obedience.

· Identify duties, roles and responsibilities that are shared within Christian families.

· Explain how family life is the original cell of social life.

“Whom should I obey in society?”

Students will: 

· Recognize authority within different parts of society.

· Explain what makes authority legitimate.

· Identify, explain and affirm the duties they have as subjects to authority.

Unit 6: Be Just
“What keeps us apart?”
Students will:

· Identify and analyze examples of prejudice.

· Suggest ways they could respond with compassion to situations of injustice.

· Understand how responding with compassion leads to peace.

“How much is enough?”

Students will:

· Identify social justice issues.

· Acknowledge that the love of God for all people demands justice.

“How can the earth survive?”

Students will:

· Define justice in terms of respect for the balance of creation.

· Explain how justice is a demand of natural law.

· Identify the connection between their relationships with God and their relationships with others and the earth.

Unit 7: Be Honest

“When is it stealing?”
Students will:

· Express and apply the seventh commandment.

· Identify how this commandment challenges actions that are commonly deemed acceptable.

· Identify the balance between the right to own and the requirement to share.

· Evaluate their own behavior in relation to the seventh commandment.

“Why tell the truth when a lie will do?”

Students will: 

· Express and apply the eighth commandment.

· Recognize that there is an absolute truth and God is its source.

· Explain the role of truthfulness in relationships.

· Identify the balance between charity and respect for the truth.

· Evaluate their own behavior reflecting on the eighth commandment.

Unit 8: Be Generous

“Do I have a heart of gold?”
Students will:

· Examine and evaluate their attitudes towards other people.

· Express the meaning of “pure of heart.”

· Identify ways in which they can be more generous in their attitudes.

· Understand how Jesus models a generous attitude towards others.

· Use strategies for readjusting their attitudes when necessary.

“How do I get satisfaction?”

Students will:

· Compare and contrast common attitudes in our society with the ninth and tenth commandments.

· Use these commandments as a tool for critical reflection on career and life skills planning.

· Identify and evaluate ways of achieving satisfaction.

Unit 9: Be Forgiving

“What does it really mean to forgive?”
Students will:

· Examine the ways Jesus models forgiveness.

· Define forgiveness and express the Christian call to forgiveness.

· Identify areas in their life where they are called to forgive.

“Can all broken relationships be healed?”

Students will:

· Define reconciliation and understand the conditions the conditions for reconciliation.

· Give examples of how reconciliation heals relationships.

· Look at the difference between reconciliation and forgiveness.

· Explain how the Church encourages reconciliation. 

Unit 10: Be Hopeful
“What keeps us going?”
Students will: 

· Define hope and its role in Christian living.

· Explore the ways that prayer nourishes hope.

· Identify people who model Christian hope.

· Find hope for their own live in the death and resurrection of Jesus.

“Where have we been and where will that take us?”

Students will:

· Review the virtues of the Beatitudes, exploring the Christian attitude toward being in the world.

Every unit will provide opportunities for learning in all of the five

general learning expectations.

Knowledge Objectives: 

Students will gain information and ideas that will provide them with an understanding of religion and an awareness of the role spirituality plays in their lives.

Skill Objectives: 

Students will facilitate and participate in religious celebration and action.

Participation Objectives: 

Students will grow in religious awareness by understanding and applying spiritual thoughts, communication and actions.

Expectations of Religion 9 Students:
* Students will be expected to attend class on time and fully prepared.

* Students will be expected to exchange ideas in group settings; everyone

   must feel confident that their ideas will be received with attention and

   respect. Differences of opinion will happen and are expected. Personal

   attacks, be them racist, sexist, or just malicious will not be tolerated.

* Students will respect the rights and feelings of all others in the

   classroom. This includes respect for property.

* Students should complete all assignments; review notes and learn the

   definitions of terms.

* It is the students responsibility to master all concepts covered in class

   by completing all readings and assignments whether or not they are in

   attendance. Homework missed can be found in the appropriate course folder

   at the back of the room.

* Assignments must be typed or written neatly in blue or black ink.

* Late work will be penalized. Only under special circumstances where 

   requests are made prior to the due date will there be a consideration.

The following is a list of units for this year:



                                    # of 


       

            Unit                                   Instructional Days               Texts       

Unit One: Be With Me                              4                       Be With Me/ Beaches
Unit Two: Be Alive


    5

Be With Me
Unit Three: Be Faithful                                  4                       Be With me/ The Five People..              

Unit Four:  Be Loving
                                     5 
                Be With Me 
Unit Five: Be Obedient


     5
  
 Be With Me    
Unit Six: Be Just                                          5
                Be With Me/God Bless This Child
Unit Seven: Be Honest
                                     4
                Be With Me 
Unit Eight: Be Generous                                4

 Be With Me

Unit Nine: be Forgiving                                 5                       Be With Me/Mean Girls
Unit Ten: Be Hopeful

                      5
                Be With Me
Course Evaluation:
Students will be evaluated on their daily assignments, homework, projects, test, quizzes,

attitude and participation.

Your final grade for Religion 9 will be calculated as follows:

10%
            Oral

15%

            Participation 

25%
            Assignments

30%                  Journaling/ Service in the Community

20%                  Tests, Quizzes, Unit Projects

General Information:

Students are to use a three ring binder and supply their own lined paper. A

notebook or duo tang is also required. Notes should be dated with headings

and are to be kept in order in your binder. Assignments are expected to be

completed on time. Students are responsible for class work and assignments

missed in the event the student is away from school.

How to succeed in this course:
* Show up on time and be willing to participate

* Be prepared (pen, paper, markers, pencil crayons, glue, scissors)

* Complete all assignments

* Respect yourself and the people within the classroom

If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, feel free to

drop by and see me at any time.

Have a successful year!

Contact Information:   
shawnallison@gpcsd.ca
Shawn Allison
