Unit A Biological Diversity

1.1 Ecosystems, Species and Genetic Diversity

Check and Reflect

       Name:  ____________________________ 9 ___

Key Concept Review

1. Explain what is meant by the term biological diversity.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In one or two points explain why so many different types of organisms exist on Earth today.

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Describe how scientists classify an organism.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Connect Your Understanding

4. Explain how the classification system helps us to understand how living things are different from or related to each other.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Summarize, in your own words, the following terms:

· Ecosystem diversity

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Community diversity

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Genetic Diversity

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Compare and contrast the meanings of population and community. 
Population

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Community

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why is there more biological diversity closer to the equator than in Canada?  Give reasons for your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Extend Your Understanding

8. Imagine that you have to classify all the birds on Earth based on where they live.  Design a system that starts with very broad categories of many members and goes to very specific groupings of one type of member.

9. Explain why preserving biological diversity is important to life on Earth.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

